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Ownership and profits 

Two Virginia detention facilities are under contract with the U.S. Immigration and 

Customs Enforcement (ICE): 

 

●​ CoreCivic operates the Farmville Detention Center (FDC) in Farmville, VA. 

Acquired by CoreCivic in mid-2025 to provide civil detention services for 

adult male noncitizens, the FDC has a capacity of 736 beds. FDC held about 

4,000 detainees in FY 2025. 

 

CoreCivic is an American  prison operator, one of the largest for-profit 

prison, jail and detention contractors in the U.S. With a long history of bad 

behavior, it was awarded $300m in contracts by the Trump administration 

in 2025. While its largest investors include Black Rock and Vanguard, the 

Virginia Retirement  System has also invested in CoreCivic, which owns and 

operates at least 10 ICE detention facilities and reported $2.2 billion in total 

revenue in 2025. (They are making a lot of money from the suffering of 

immigrants!) 

 

●​ Caroline Detention Facility (CDF), owned and operated by the Peumansend 

Creek Regional Jail Authority, is a 336-bed correctional facility located near 

Bowling Green, Virginia. This facility is governed by its own authority. 

Caroline County is  the main financial beneficiary of the operational 

payments made by ICE. As in Farmville, the facility serves as a major local 

employer.  Also as in Farmville, and according to ICE data, the vast majority 

of detainees (68%) had no criminal convictions.  

 

Why do we care? 
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https://www.google.com/search?q=Farmville+Detention+Center&biw=1512&bih=773&sca_esv=c575d2bf7ecd87ab&sxsrf=ANbL-n6oOvxsK0Nso4yDJ32pKM3gBTiQeQ%3A1773334702205&ei=rvCyacaZDJvl5NoPsLGQWA&ved=2ahUKEwjav_vK6pqTAxUjMVkFHeTMHrAQgK4QegQIARAC&uact=5&oq=corecivic+immigration+detention+centers+in+virginia&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiM2NvcmVjaXZpYyBpbW1pZ3JhdGlvbiBkZXRlbnRpb24gY2VudGVycyBpbiB2aXJnaW5pYTIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABMgUQIRirAjIFECEYnwVIviBQ5wVY7xlwAXgBkAEAmAFgoAGRCKoBAjEyuAEDyAEA-AEBmAINoALKCMICChAAGLADGNYEGEfCAg4QABiwAxjkAhjWBNgBAcICFxAuGLADGLgGGNgCGMgDGNoGGNwG2AEBwgIGEAAYFhgewgILEAAYgAQYhgMYigXCAgUQIRiSA8ICBRAAGO8FwgIIEAAYgAQYogSYAwCIBgGQBg-6BgYIARABGAmSBwQxMS4yoAfhRbIHBDEwLjK4B8YIwgcFMC45LjTIByWACAA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.wric.com/news/local-news/prince-edward-county/corecivic-buys-farmville-detention-center-for-67-million/
https://www.wmra.org/2025-07-03/three-quarters-of-immigrants-detained-in-farmville-had-no-criminal-convictions
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/CoreCivic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/CoreCivic
https://time.com/7378284/ice-immigration-detention-contractors-record-revenue/
https://time.com/7378284/ice-immigration-detention-contractors-record-revenue/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1428188422154710
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1428188422154710
https://co.caroline.va.us/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Item/3009?fileID=5123#:~:text=WHEREAS%2C%20the%20County%20is%20the,%22)%2C%20for%20the%20housing%20of
https://www.marketplace.org/story/2025/08/18/who-profits-from-detaining-immigrants
https://www.marketplace.org/story/2025/08/18/who-profits-from-detaining-immigrants
https://www.wavy.com/news/overwhelming-majority-of-central-virginia-ice-detainees-continue-to-be-non-criminals-data-shows/


Both facilities have records of non-compliance with prison standards. Detainee 

reports include inedible food, lack of medical attention and legal rights violations.  

 

What are the established standards? 

The Virginia Board of Corrections holds authority to establish and inspect state 

facilities to ensure compliance; the Federal Performance-Based Detention 

Standards are aligned with the American Correctional Association (ACA) 

standards.  Each set of standards prioritizes safe, humane, and secure conditions 

for detainees, focusing on constitutional rights, staff training, medical care, and 

facility management. These standards ensure the safety and security of staff and 

detainees, including adequate medical and mental health care, as well as the 

protection of legal rights. 

 

What does Virginia state code say about the operation of detention centers? 

●​ SB783, passed in 2026, will block local law enforcement from entering into 

detention or enforcement agreements with ICE.  
 

●​ SB1283, passed in 2025, removes the authority of the Department of 

Corrections and regional jail authorities to contract with private entities for 

prison operation, security, or inmate custody, unless specifically approved 

by the General Assembly. The DOC and regional authorities must ensure 

compliance with these changes by July 1, 2028. 
 

●​  SB5017 passed in 2020, following severe COVID-19 outbreaks at both FDC 

and CDF. This law requires the Board of Local and Regional Jails to set 

minimum sanitation standards and conduct annual or emergency 

inspections. The law enables the Board of Local and Regional Jails and the 

State Health Commissioner to order unannounced, in-person inspections of 

these private facilities. Local governing bodies and state officials have 

authorized access to these facilities to ensure the well-being of the detained 

population. 

What does it mean? 
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https://nipnlg.org/news/press-releases/new-reports-rotten-food-worms-farmville-detention-center#:~:text=This%20disturbing%20event%20is%20aligned,three%20meals%20of%20the%20day.
https://nipnlg.org/sites/default/files/2024-07/2024July-Farmville-CRCL-complaint.pdf
https://www.usmarshals.gov/what-we-do/prisoners/operation/custody-detention/federal-performance-based-detention-standards
https://www.usmarshals.gov/what-we-do/prisoners/operation/custody-detention/federal-performance-based-detention-standards
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/SB783
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20251/SB1283
https://dcist.com/story/20/10/02/virginia-legislature-passes-bill-to-subject-ice-detention-centers-to-state-health-inspections/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CVirginia%20now%20has%20a%20clear,also%20come%20under%20fire%20nationally.
https://dcist.com/story/20/10/02/virginia-legislature-passes-bill-to-subject-ice-detention-centers-to-state-health-inspections/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CVirginia%20now%20has%20a%20clear,also%20come%20under%20fire%20nationally.
https://news.med.virginia.edu/honors-awards/b-cameron-webb-md-jd-appointed-commissioner-of-the-virginia-department-of-public-health/


While the ICE Office of Detention Oversight has conducted an inspection in the 

CDF, there are no records of independent, third-party inspections (such as from 

NGOs or the UN) having successfully completed on-site visits to  either of 

Virginia's ICE facilities. 

 

Our concerns about ICE contracts for detention centers in Virginia appear to be 

well-founded by detainee first person accounts documented by reliable news 

sources.  Nationally, concerns about detention center conditions include reporting 

around Alligator Alcatraz in Florida, where people are held in cages without 

adequate sanitation; the Dilley Immigration Processing Center in Texas, where 

alarms have been raised about the safety of teenage girls; and inhumane release 

policies in Minnesota, where people are sometimes released in the middle of the 

night, without adequate clothing, phone or transportation.  

 

Clearly, Virginia detention centers which contract with ICE need independent 

oversight by our elected state and federal representatives. We called Senator Tim 

Kaine and Senator Mark Warner to ask about detention center oversight. Their 

staffs told us they have not conducted any oversight visits to the detention centers.  

 

You can echo our concern by 1) contacting the Senators in the links above to ask 

for oversight efforts; and 2) contacting your State representatives to ask about 

their access to ICE detention centers. 

 

Please also consider joining us as we continue to deepen our outreach and 

research into ICE detention center operations. We welcome your insights, 

amendments and corrections! 
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https://www.ice.gov/foia-category/office-detention-oversight-detention-facility-compliance-inspections
https://www.kaine.senate.gov/contact
https://www.kaine.senate.gov/contact
https://www.warner.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/contact
https://whosmy.virginiageneralassembly.gov/

